Diatonic accordion duo
Marinette Bonnert (Belgium)
Pere Romani (Catalonia)

Two talented young accordionists met by chance, far
away from their homes: in January 2006, Marinette was in
Vienna to improve her German; and Pere was there for an
"Erasmus" studies exchange in Ethnomusicology. Happy
musical acquaintance!: a first concert date gives them the
chance to found the duo, which lasts beyond borders as
everyone came back home.

The repertory of 21 BOUTONS starts from the
exploration of their respective traditions: it is the meeting
point between Wallonia (frenchspeaking southhalf of
Belgium) and Catalonia. It goes also through other
sources: the Basque Country or Ireland, folk dance music
and compositions by Pere.

From concerts to dances, their performances are always gripping. Their
complicity is put at the service of music, and the audience's feet dance!!

After their premiere in Austria, 21 BOUTONS brought their ~ music to
Belgium and Catalonia of course, but also to the Basque Country, Italy, France,
Holland, Luxemburg...

Some performances to highlight:

- Akkordeonfestival of Vienna (february 2007)

- Boombal in Brussels (march 2007)

- Eestival Sette salti, Italy (october 2007)

- Fira Mediterrania de Manresa, Barcelona (november 2007)

- International day of the trikitixa, Basque Country (november 2007)




DISCOGRAPHY

On the occasion of their performance at the prestigious Akkordeonfestival of
Vienna, the duo presents their first CD, called simply "21 BOUTONS" (Rediscus!,
Barcelona, 2007).

Translation of a pair of critiques:

“Fresh and danceprovoking, this cd will put you in a
good mood. [...] The dynamic and harmonious
arrangements seem to flow out spontaneously; the listener
feels immediately comfortable and is taken away for a long
walk through the varied landscape formed by 16 sets of
tunes. Brilliant!" (MARC BAUDOIN, "CANARD FOLK", AVRIL
2007).

“The understanding between the two accomplices is so good, that a non-
attentive listening could lead us to think that a single accordionist is playing; but one
having a perfect hand authonomy. And of the bellows. [...] How pleasant to listen to a
CD where each tempo, each note duration, each impulse seems to be an evidence,
corresponding to what one would like to have played oneself..." (JEAN-LUC MATTE,
"INFOSMUMUSES", JUIN 2007).

WE PROPOSE

- Concerts

- Folk dances, with explanation of some dances

- Diatonic accordion workshops dealing with the playing in melodeon duo or the
catalan and walloon (belge) repertories

- Catalan and walloon dance workshops

MARINETTE BONNERT

Born in 1977, she begins playing melodeon with Louis Spagna, discovering with
him the importance of the relation between dancers and musicians. Later she starts
playing with dance music groups (Tétralyre, Topaze, Moirai), and creates with violinist
Raymond Honnay the duo Matoufet (10 years of folk dances and concerts in Belgium
and abroad, and a CD recorded in 2002).

Marinette has attended music and dance workshops in many european
countries. She is herself accordion teacher in regular lessons or in workshops (in
France, Holand, Italy, Austria and Belgium).

PERE ROMANI

Born in Barcelona in 1981, he begins playing music (piano, recorder, choir)
soon. He didn't get to know the diatonic accordion until the age of 17 - but then, what a
find! He learns intensely with different teachers at the catalan public traditional music
academy, until he obtains the final qualification in 2005. Nowadays he is working there
as accordion teacher.

Pere has worked in various bands (Brifania, La paperina), as an accordionist,
singer and arranger-composer, and participated in the recording of about 10 CDs.



ENGAGEMENT:

PERE ROMANI
Mbl: (00 34) 625 739 329
pereromani@gmail.com

MARINETTE BONNERT
Mbl: (00 32) 497 42 94 51
bmarinettte@hotmail.com

CDs soon available at www.bemolvpc.com and www.rediscus.cat

www.21BOUTONS.wordpress.com



